Dear Council Member _________________________,
As your constituent and an advocate for New York City’s parks, I am  disappointed that you were not able to attend New Yorkers for Parks’ Eighth Annual Parks Advocacy Day on Thursday, May 20th from 8:30am to 12:00pm. The event was held at the Rosenthal Pavilion at New York University’s Kimmel Center, in Manhattan. 

All Council Members were invited to attend the event, and were especially encouraged to attend the networking session from 8:30-9:15 AM. In a year of such devastating budget cuts for all city agencies, nearly $30 million is being cut from the Parks budget. With only $230 million allotted in City Tax Funds to the Parks budget, which is less than one half of one percent of city spending, it is unsatisfactory that neither you, nor a representative, could attend. 

Parks Advocacy Day convened nearly 200 park advocates gathered from all five boroughs to discuss the critical issues facing parks in their borough with their elected officials. Many other Council Members did attend or sent representatives, and took the time to hear from their constituents about local park challenges, successes, and possible collaborations. 
Council District_______has many challenges to overcome in our parks and open spaces such as maintenance, safety, and staffing. Citizens from the district greatly looked forward to speaking with you about their local concerns and we hope that you will take the time to meet with us and hear about the state of parks and open spaces in our community. Some of the concerns mentioned by your constituents included: ________

________________________________________________________________. 

We hope that you will prove that you are willing to fight for our community’s parks and open spaces. Thank you for your work as a New York City Council Member. We look forward to working with you in the future and hope you can join us at Parks Advocacy Day in 2011. Please feel free to call New Yorkers for Parks if you would like any of the materials and notes provided at the Eighth Annual Parks Advocacy Day on May 20th. 

Sincerely,

__________________________________
